
Diverse Learners
Transition to High School

Virtual Meeting October 25, 2022



Welcome!

❖ This event will be recorded and shared on the
Skinner North Diverse Needs Website

❖ You can reference written answers to many questions from the 
schools - see on the website
https://sndiverseneeds.org/event/diverse-needs-transition-to-high-school-meeting/

❖ Please add your questions in the chat box, we will address questions 
in conversation throughout the meeting

❖ Please keep yourself on mute so that we can hear the guests

❖ Thank you for joining us!

https://sndiverseneeds.org/event/diverse-needs-transition-to-high-school-meeting/


Welcome!

Jennifer Knapp, Diverse Needs Committee member 
& 8th grade parent

Johanna Jacobson, Skinner North Counselor & 
Diverse Needs Committee Staff Chair



Guests

Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparatory Academy: 
Doris Williams-Hoard, Case Manager

John Hancock College Preparatory High School: 
Natalie Garfield, Assistant Principal 
Heather Pavona, Director of Admissions and On-Track Coordinator

Northside College Preparatory High School:
James Vallet, Case Manager

Whitney M. Young Magnet High School: 
Amanda Baci, Case Manager
Sylvia Gutierrez, Case Manager



Diverse Learning Overview in Chicago High Schools

1. How many seats are allocated for students with IEP and 504 plans for 
2023-2024 at your school? What is the percentage of diverse learner seats 
in your school currently?

2. How many diverse learner teaching staff do you have at your school? Are 
they full-time? What are their roles?

3. Do you provide inclusive classrooms or self-contained classrooms or 
both?

4. Do you notice advantages or disadvantages for diverse learners with a 
block schedule vs. a traditional schedule?



High School Supports for Diverse Learners

1. Does your school provide “study hall” or similar class during the school 
day?  If so, is it graded?

2. Does your school provide executive functioning skills classes/support? If 
so, can all diverse learners take them if needed?

3. What are your policies on late work or missed assignments?

4. Do you provide guidance on number of AP classes/honors classes to take?

5. Are there supports in place if diverse learners are overwhelmed with the 
amount of work or difficulty of the work?



Resources/Supports for DL Students & Families

1. Do you provide mentoring or tutoring for students with IEP or 504 Plans?

2. Do you have a caregiver support group or resources for diverse learner 
families?

3. Do you have summer school services/classes available for diverse learners? 



Preparing Diverse Learners for College

1. What does the transition from high school to college look like? 

2. What college counseling services do you provide? Are there specific 
supports for diverse learning students?

3. Do you offer a writing class that helps students write their essay for 
college applications?  

4. Do you provide support to students in looking for college scholarships 
specifically for diverse learners?



Additional Questions 

1. What is your school’s general philosophy regarding diverse learners?

2. What is the difference between successful supports in middle school and 
high school? What supports fall away? How can parents best support their 
child in transitioning from middle school to HS?

3. Do you see a lot of diverse learners from classical schools? Do those 
children find each other? Do they succeed in your school socially? 
Academically?

4. Do you have social skills groups to help diverse learner students on the 
spectrum and that have anxiety?



Additional Questions Continued 

1. What does it feel like socially for a child to have a 504/IEP in your school? 
Are other students aware in most cases?

2. What are signs that a diverse learner is not thriving academically at your 
school? What resources do you provide when that happens?

3. How accessible are the school counselors at your school for diverse 
learner students and their parents?



High School Diverse Learner Contacts
Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparatory Academy: 
Doris Williams-Hoard, Case Manager
dewilliams1@cps.edu
773.535.3941

John Hancock College Preparatory High School: 
Natalie Garfield, Assistant Principal
nalyon@cps.edu
Heather Pavona, Director of Admissions and On-Track Coordinator
hzamiara@cps.edu

Lane Tech College Prep High School (unable to attend Oct. 25th presentation):
David Yaffe, Case Manager
deyaffe@cps.edu

mailto:dewilliams@cps.edu
mailto:nalyon@cps.edu
mailto:hzamiara@cps.edu
mailto:deyaffe@cps.edu


High School Diverse Learner Contacts

Northside College Preparatory High School:
James Vallet, Case Manager
jdvallet@cps.edu

Whitney M. Young Magnet High School: 
Amanda Baci, Case Manager
acbaci@cps.edu
Sylvia Gutierrez, Case Manager
smartinez2@cps.edu

mailto:jdvallet@cps.edu
mailto:acbaci@cps.edu
mailto:smartinez2@cps.edu


Thank you!


